2025/07/23 19:50 1/7 English articles

English articles

It's useful to read articles in English, even if you don't understand every word - it will help you
increase your vocabulary and keep up to date with things happening in English-speaking countries!

This page will be updated on Mondays. The first article is aimed at a B1 and upwards level and the
second article is aimed at a B2 and upwards level

Articles of the week

Major nations agree on first-ever global fee on greenhouse
gases with plan that targets shipping

By JENNIFER McDERMOTT and SIBI ARASU Associated Press

Many of the world's largest shipping nations decided on Friday to impose a minimum fee of $100 for
every ton of greenhouse gases emitted by ships above certain thresholds, in what is effectively the
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first global tax on greenhouse gas emissions.

The International Maritime Organization estimates $11 billion to $13 billion in revenue annually from
the fees, with the money to be put into its net zero fund to invest in fuels and technologies needed to
transition to green shipping, reward low-emission ships and support developing countries so they
aren't left behind with dirty fuels and old ships. The thresholds set through the agreement will get
stricter over time to try to reach the IMO's goal of net zero across the industry by about 2050.

The agreement, reached with the United States notably absent, is expected to be formally adopted at
an October meeting to take effect in 2027. The IMO, which regulates international shipping, also set a
marine fuel standard to phase in cleaner fuels.

Shipping emissions have grown over the last decade to about 3% of the global total as vessels have
gotten bigger, delivering more cargo per trip and using immense amounts of fuel.

IMO Secretary-General Arsenio Dominguez said the group forged a meaningful consensus in the face
of complex challenges to combat climate change and modernize shipping. The shipping industry is on
track to meet the net zero goal, he added.

Some environmentalists at the meeting called the agreement a “historic decision” that doesn't go far
enough. The fee doesn't drive enough emission reductions and it won't raise enough revenue to help
developing countries transition to greener shipping, said Emma Fenton, senior director for climate
diplomacy at a U.K.-based climate change nonprofit, Opportunity Green.

Fenton said the measure actually opens the door for a scenario where ships can pay to pollute instead
of decarbonize, because it could be cheaper to simply absorb the fee than to make changes to reduce
emissions, like switching fuels.

“The IMO has made an historic decision, yet ultimately one that fails climate-vulnerable countries and
falls short of both the ambition the climate crisis demands and that member states committed to just
two years ago,” they said.

Other groups welcomed the agreement as a step in the right direction.

“By approving a global fuel standard and greenhouse gas pricing mechanism, the International
Maritime Organization took a crucial step to reduce climate impacts from shipping. Member states
must now deliver on strengthening the fuel standard over time to more effectively incentivize the
sector's adoption of zero and near-zero fuels, and to ensure a just and equitable energy transition,”
said Natacha Stamatiou of the Environmental Defense Fund.

The previous day, delegates approved a proposal to designate an emissions control area in the North-
East Atlantic Ocean. Ships traveling through the area will have to abide by more stringent controls on
fuels and their engines to reduce pollution. It will cover ships coming into and leave ports in the North
Atlantic, such as the United Kingdom, Greenland, France and the Faroe Islands. It will oblige ships
from North America, Asia and many other destinations to reduce emissions, said Sian Prior, lead
adviser to the Clean Arctic Alliance.

The Marine Environment Protection Committee, which is part of the IMO, has been in meetings all
week in London and finalized its decision Friday.

One major issue during the meetings was the way the fee would be charged. More than 60 countries
entered the negotiations pushing for a simple tax charged per metric ton of emissions. They were led
by Pacific island nations, whose very existence is threatened by climate change.
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Other countries with sizable maritime fleets — notably China, Brazil, Saudi Arabia and South Africa —
wanted a credit trading model instead of a fixed levy. Finally, a compromise between the two models
was reached. The compromise is in the ambition of the measure, since the fee is not a universal levy
on all emissions.

The IMO aims for consensus in decision-making, but in this case had to vote. Sixty-three nations,
including China, Brazil, South Africa and many European states, approved the agreement. Led by
Saudi Arabia, 16 opposed. And 24 nations, including a group from the Pacific Islands, abstained.
Ministers from the island nations said they refused to support an agreement that would “do too little,
too late to cut shipping emissions and protect their islands,” and will try to strengthen it at the
October meeting.

“We came as climate vulnerable countries— with the greatest need and the clearest solution. And
what did we face? Weak alternatives from the world's biggest economies,” Simon Kofe, Tuvalu's
minister for transport, energy, communication and innovation, said in a statement.

Brazil's negotiator, who wasn't identified by name in a livestream of the closing, said the agreement
isn't intended to be perfect because each nation would have a different answer on what would be
perfect. But he said nations listened to each other and came up with a framework to address climate
change in an extremely challenging geopolitical environment.

The United States didn't participate in the negotiations in London and urged other governments to
oppose the emission measures being considered. The Trump administration said it would reject any
efforts to impose economic measures against its ships based on emissions or fuel choice, which it said
would burden the sector and drive inflation. It threatened possible reciprocal measures if any fees are
charged.

When asked about the United States' position in a press conference, Secretary-General Dominguez
said large ships traveling between different countries are obliged to comply with the IMO's
regulations. He said nations with concerns should engage with the IMO, to move forward together.

Dominguez also addressed concerns that the targeted reductions in carbon intensity for fuels aren't
strict enough to reduce the use of liquefied natural gas as a marine fuel, which emits greenhouse
gases when burned. He said it's a “transition fuel,” or a bridge to cleaner fuels, and the IMO will
continue to look at its environmental impacts in addressing its use.

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple
private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with
philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.

Why does the US restrict its presidents to 2 terms? A look at
the tradition Trump is questioning
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By BILL BARROW Associated Press

ATLANTA (AP) — Only one person in U.S. history has defied the two-term example set by the first
president, George Washington. And voters responded by forbidding future presidents from being
elected more than twice.

President Donald Trump has alluded to arcane legal arguments in repeatedly suggesting he could
seek a third term. Besides challenging long-settled readings of the U.S. Constitution, a Trump move to
run in 2028 would challenge the precedent that voters have repeatedly upheld when given the
opportunity.

Here is an explanation of the historical and legal tradition behind the presidency being a job for a
maximum of two terms and two terms only.

Washington set the example of voluntary limits

It seemed a foregone conclusion that Washington, president of the 1787 convention that yielded the
U.S. Constitution, also would become the nation's first federal executive, even as anti-federalists
worried that he'd be reelected again and again, becoming a quasi-king by acclamation.

Washington began his presidency in 1789, leading an executive branch of government that the
Constitution's authors balanced with two others: Congress and the judiciary.

Besides those structural guards against concentrations of power, Washington put aside his military
garb and title, opting for the era's formal attire and the honorific of “Mr. President” to underscore his
status as an elected civilian. He considered not standing for reelection. He even had James Madison
draft a farewell address before ultimately seeking and winning another term in 1792. Four years later,
he tasked Alexander Hamilton with dusting off and polishing up Madison's farewell draft as he
announced his retirement from public life.

There was no legal barrier to a third Washington term. But his decision set the tone. Four of the next
six presidents won a second term but passed on a third. The last of that group, Andrew Jackson, was
the first president not to have worked with Washington or have known him. Yet by the time Jackson
endorsed his own successor, Martin Van Buren, two terms had become the standard.

A few pushed against the Washington rule - and failed

Historians have debated whether Abraham Lincoln might have pursued a third term after the Civil
War had he not been assassinated in 1865 at the outset of his second term.

Ulysses S. Grant, Lincoln's victorious Civil War general and president from 1869 to 1877, led
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Republican delegates' initial voting at their 1880 convention. But he could not win a majority.

Theodore Roosevelt, elected vice president in 1901, served nearly a full presidential term after
William McKinley's death in 1901. When Roosevelt was elected in his own right in 1904, he promised
he would not run for what he called a third term.

Delegates at the 1908 GOP convention chanted “four more years,” but Roosevelt kept his word. He
backtracked in 1912 but lost the nomination to his successor, incumbent William Howard Taft.
Roosevelt launched a failed third-party campaign and lost, pilloried by critics for his broken third-term
promise. One scathing political cartoon depicted the ghost of George Washington chiding Roosevelt.

FDR used World War Il to win additional terms

In 1940, Franklin Delano Roosevelt became the only president to successfully win a third election,
doing so as World War |l raged in Europe ahead of the eventual U.S. entry.

Biographer H.W. Brands reasoned that FDR saw the global conflict as a “chance to write his name in
bold letters across the history of the world.” But the 32nd president carefully couched his decision as
one of necessity, not ambition. “Precisely when he determined to try for a third term is unclear,”
Brands wrote. “He never revealed his thinking on the subject.”

Roosevelt sidestepped reporters' questions about his plans in 1940. At that year's Democratic
convention, his ally Sen. Alben Barkley of Kentucky told delegates, with FDR's blessing: “The
president has never had and has not today any desire or purpose to continue in the office. ... He
wishes in all earnestness and sincerity to make it clear that all delegates to this convention are free to
vote for any candidate.”

But at the same time, and also with FDR's blessing, Chicago Mayor Ed Kelly was working delegates for
the president. After securing a third nomination that had eluded Grant and his distant cousin, Teddy
Roosevelt, FDR accepted it in a radio address:

“I have had to admit to myself, and now to state to you, that my conscience will not let me turn my
back upon a call to service,” he said. “The right to make that call rests with the people through the
American method of a free election. Only the people themselves can draft a president.”

Voters reelected Roosevelt twice more - but decided never again

FDR won two more terms, though not without critics. His first vice president, John Nance Garner,
sought the 1940 nomination in Chicago. Some Capitol Hill allies quietly grumbled as well about a
figure they saw as holding power too tightly.

And while Roosevelt won Electoral College landslides in each of his four victories, his share of the
popular vote dwindled from his 60.8% peak in 1936 to 54.7% in 1940 and 53.4% in 1944,

Roosevelt died in April 1945. Vice President Harry Truman replaced him.

Not long after Roosevelt's death, Congress began earnest consideration of what became the 22nd
Amendment, limiting presidents to two elections. Without naming Truman, lawmakers exempted the
president serving at the time while also carving out a narrow way for someone to serve more than
eight years: Someone who ascends from the vice presidency for less than half of one term could still
win and serve two full terms of their own.

Truman, who served nearly all of FDR's last term plus his own, did not immediately swear off another
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term in 1952. But in a stinging defeat for a sitting president, he lost the New Hampshire primary —
and quickly declared would not seek another term.

Every future president has been bound by the 22nd Amendment

Lyndon Johnson met a similar fate 16 years later. Because he served less than half of the slain John F.
Kennedy's term, Johnson was still eligible to be elected twice. He won a 1964 landslide for a full term.
But the Vietnam War chipped away at his popularity thereafter.

Johnson performed poorly in the New Hampshire primary on March 12, 1968. On March 31, he told a
national television audience, “I shall not seek, and I will not accept, the nomination of my party for
another term as your president.”

There has been occasional talk of repealing the 22nd Amendment since.

President Ronald Reagan, another two-term president, publicly supported repeal, telling an
interviewer, according to The New York Times, that he “wouldn't do that for myself, but for presidents
from here on.”

Trump, on the other hand, makes clear that any changes in law or tradition would be for his benefit.

“I'm not joking,” he told NBC News. “There are methods which you could do it.”
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