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To be

    James is a teacher.

The affirmative form

The affirmative form: subject + 'to be'    

I am                   

You are             

He is                  

She is

It is

They are

We are  

They are                          

Nationality I am Canadian.   
Name She is Erica.

 
Age He is 35.

 
Job She is an architect. 

 
Description It is beautiful.     

 
Location They are in London. 

The negative form
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The negative form:  subject + 'to be' + not                                         
                                        
I am not                   

You are not             

He is not                  

She is not

It is not

We are not

They are not

   I am a sales assistant.  I am not a customer.   

  He is a doctor.      He is not a pharmacist.

   It is France.      It is not Italy.

  They are in Paris.    They are not in London.

The interrogative form

http://www.e-exercises.com/img/bibliotheque/50_bf85fe64d9607c5d22126276d81bdbf4.jpg
http://www.e-exercises.com/img/bibliotheque/1633_855fcbd595208268486cbcb858248cc8.png
http://www.e-exercises.com/img/bibliotheque/53_9762c90d599086895efd8b43f1cbd6c3.jpg
http://www.e-exercises.com/img/bibliotheque/138_49873792f279ce4ca5cc20d35ee65274.jpg


2026/04/30 09:00 3/5 To be

Ressources pour les apprenants - https://tools.e-exercises.com/

The Interrogative form:  'to be' + subject

                                           
Am I?                    

Are you?              

Is he?                   

Is she?

Is it?

Are you?

Are we?

Are they? 

 

   Am I on time?          Is she at work?

  Is it interesting?       Are they in Paris?  

The contracted form

    Hello.  I'm Tony. 

Replace the first letter of am, are and is with an apostrophe. 

Full form Contracted form                    
I am I'm                      
You are You're                
He is He's                     

http://www.e-exercises.com/img/bibliotheque/206_af6e10eae03ad442aa0f9af577fad616.jpg
http://www.e-exercises.com/img/bibliotheque/86_f03419a10b07947cd86bfbf618d95bec.jpg
http://www.e-exercises.com/img/bibliotheque/48_43a169fdf313129ea6969017722fd28a.jpg
http://www.e-exercises.com/img/bibliotheque/239_c34007d2993b7de58b9c863a2ebd943e.jpg


Last update:
2023/02/14 14:21 en:grammar:present:to_be https://tools.e-exercises.com/doku.php?id=en:grammar:present:to_be&rev=1486136084

https://tools.e-exercises.com/ Printed on 2026/04/30 09:00

She is She's
It is It's
We are We're
They are They're

Use the contracted form when speaking and in informal writing.
Use the full form in formal writing.

Examples

I'm American. 
You're a manager.
He's a doctor.
She's at work.
It's interesting.
We're French.
They're in Paris.

The negative form

 
I'm American.      I'm not Canadian.

Construction
 
The contracted form of 'to be' in the negative:
 
subject + contracted form of 'to be' + not                        You're not
or 
subject + 'to be' with contracted form of not                   You aren't
 
 
Note:  I'm not           I amn't  
 
  

Contracted form 1 Contracted form 2 
I'm not      -
You're not You aren't
He's not He isn't
She's not She isn't
It's not It  isn't
We're not We aren't
They're not They aren't
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Examples

  He's a doctor.      He isn't a pharmacist.

   It's France.      It isn't Italy.

   We're French.     We aren't Swiss.
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